
Preliminary Interest Session List 

 

Diversity and Inclusion 

Laura Clary     

Finding the power of commonality and uniqueness in a 

rapidly changing and diverse world through understanding 

diversity. 

Building Parent-Child Relationships with Family Literacy 

Book Bags 

Stacie Summers, Sandra Morales & Lin Moore 

Promote parent-child relationships and children’s early 

literacy learning with Spanish/English storybooks. Share a 

book bag activity with a partner and reflect on benefits for 

families. 

Sing Letters and Dance Sounds 

Lakeshia Dorsey     

This hands-on literacy experience is for teachers looking 

for creative ways to integrate alphabet fun into your 

curriculum. Sing. Dance. Learn. 

"Be Our Guest"  Superior Customer Service 

Larry Kotch     

Customers keep us in business.  Learn ten important 

points in dealing with customers and join in the discussion 

how to best serve and retain customers. 

Morning Meeting: Start the Day with a BANG! 

Katy Loftin     

Get ready to start your day with a BANG! Attendees will 

participate in the Morning Meeting and leave with ideas 

for integration and meaningful activities. 

Everyone Needs Attention: How Healthy Relationships 

Foster Learning 

Rebecca Taylor & Ava Armstead   

This session focuses on recognizing and understanding 

individual and developmental issues underlying the 

emotional messages and behaviors of children in group 

care. 

It Takes a Village:  Schools and Families Partnering for 

Learner Success 

Cheryl Turner     

Learners thrive when schools and families partner on their 

behalf.  This session focuses on building home school 

connections through effective communication and support 

for families. 

Nurturing Nature:  Exploring Nature Play with Infant & 

Toddlers 

LaDonna Atkins, Mila John  

The benefits of nature playing strategies to promote this 
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play with infants/toddlers.  Ideas for environmental 

design, loose parts and the teacher's role will be 

presented. 

How to Mindfully Establish a Prosocial Classroom 

Courtney Dewhirst     

Participants of this session will learn the benefits of using 

mindfulness practices as a means for developing positive 

relationships in the classroom. 

Giggles & Smiles: Implementing Play Based Learning To 

Increase Program Quality 

Lakeshia Dorsey     

Join me as we discuss ways to improve quality in your 

early childhood program by implementing play based 

learning! 

SECA Business Meeting 

      

The Impact of Relationships on Home Visitation 

Outcomes 

Stephanie Hinton     

Relationships are key to developing a home-visitation 

practice that supports families. Home-visitors must learn 

the skills to listen, connect, and develop relationships. 

Let's Make Coaching Impactful! 

Betsy Fox     

Strength-based coaching language builds teacher capacity 

and ensures sustained impact. In this session, you will 

learn, then practice, use of effective coaching stances and 

language. 

Sharing a Small Planet: Geography and Ecology for Young 

Learners 

Sherry Been     

Discover interdisciplinary, hands-on activities that foster 

environmental awareness and global citizenship in 

children, while building knowledge and skills in science, 

social studies, math and literacy. 

Cooperation Follows Connection: They Need to Know you 

Care. 

Cristy Roberts     

Cooperation FOLLOWS connection.  By understanding how 

our own internal state dictates our behavior, we can learn 

how to wire the brain for optimal development. 

Tappin' Those Tiny Toes 

Maryann Harman     

The workshop will present developmentally appropriate 

activities and materials for toddlers, as well as educate 

participants on their value in development. 

Music & Movement Through the Seasons 

Jamaica Stevens     

Find new ways to use music and movement throughout 

the year to promote early literacy and help your students 

understand basic math and science concepts! 

Learning Through Games & Movement Activities 

Mary Braxton     

Bring movement, games, and fun into your program to 

teach or reinforce skills, get out some energy, bring 

enjoyment, and assist with supporting social/emotional 

skills. 

Opening Session with Dr. Pam Schiller 

A child's readiness for school depends on the most basic of 

all knowledge, how to learn. The key ingredients of this 

crucial capacity are in large part related to social-

emotional intelligence.   

Behavior Management Through Pairing and 

Reinforcement of Children with Autism! 

Mansur Choudry     

Its an interactive discussion presentation with couple of 

timeline videos, proving that with hard work and right 

strategies, progress comes! 

Public Policy Luncheon with Rebecca Fine and Paul Shinn 

Oklahoma's system of early childhood education is a story 

of how we've used relationships to create a robust and 

coordinated system of care.    

Maximizing the Valuable Real Estate of Your Playground: 

More than Physical Development 

Nancy Alexander & Beverly Boals Gilbert   

Learn about playground makeovers creating outdoor 

learning environments with innovative features for 

southern weather. Use outdoor space to support 

curriculum and provide opportunities for instruction. 

 

Friday, February 28, 2020 



Emergency Preparedness for Child Care Providers 

Collette Sawyer     

When disaster strikes, children are among the most 

vulnerable. Learn to identify hazards and risks that affect 

your program and understand leading practices for 

protecting children. 

Social & Emotional Advocates: Building Supportive 

Relationships in Our Classrooms 

William Hooper IV     

Participants will learn how to reflect on their classroom 

environments,  climate, and personal beliefs to strengthen 

relationships with young children and social and emotional 

skills. 

I Can Sing that Story 

Maryann Harman     

Get children wanting to read than by telling stories set to 

music.  Activities, props, and songs for these stories are 

demonstrated delivering entertaining meaningful 

messages. 

A Performance Appraisal Process for Every Day of the 

Year 

Geania Dickey & Diana Courson   

Does your performance appraisal process support 

professional growth?  Oh, you don’t have one?  Let’s 

explore a process that can help your staff blossom. 

Relationships:  The Key to Quality Faith-based Programs 

for Children 

Nancy Cheshire     

Relationship building is the key to quality faith-based 

programs for children.  Ideas will be shared to help 

welcome children and provide positive learning 

experiences. 

Feedback?  No, Thank You 

Diana Courson & Jill Gunderman   

No one really loves “feedback "not the receiver and not 

the giver.  Let’s think together about a different 

perspective on helping teachers elevate their practice. 

Girl Power!  Positive Role Models in Books for Children 

Lin Moore & Sandra Morales   

Come be inspired by children’s books with portrayals of 

female role models. Characters who look like them can 

empower girls as they imagine their futures. 

Preschool Partnerships: A Holistic Approach to Early 

Childhood Education 

Jaesook Gilbert & Ryan Alverson   

This session describes preschool private-public partnership 

grant. Importance of relationship-building and need for a 

holistic, systematic approach to preschool will also be 

addressed. 

Learning Through a Child's Eyes: The Power of Play 

Emma Tempest     

Discover how to use the power of play to create child-led 

programs that inspire wonder, joy and positivity through 

meaningful relationships. 

Creative, Capable, and Curious: Creating Environments 

that Empower Children 

Derrick Toups     

We will reflect on our "image of the child" and learn how 

classroom environments, interactions, and experiences 

can empower children. Focus on ages 2-4. 

Building Relationships through Family Literacy Activities 

Michelle Brunson, Debra Jo Hailey & Christy Hornsby  

This session describes our experience remapping the 

Cradle to Prison Pipeline to the Cradle to College Pipeline 

in a small, rural town in Louisiana. 

Building Resiliency and Relationships Through Protective 

Factors 

Elizabeth Mays     

Protective factors help families grow, thrive, and flourish.  

Join us as we use a strengths-based approach to help our 

families build protective factors. 

Building the Dream Team: Assessing, Coaching & 

Rewarding 

Lakeshia Dorsey     

Come out to learn systems and procedures to retain 

quality teachers in your early childhood program. 

Crying to Communicate 

Lakeshia Dorsey     

Crying To Communicate is designed for infant teachers 

who are looking to learn techniques to effectively meet 

the demands of multiple babies without getting 

overwhelmed. 

Building Relationships: Mothers' Voices on Children with 

Autism 



Victor Young &  Alexander Young   

Presenters will facilitate research based practices; moving 

from parental involvement to family engagement. 

Participants learn about the autism experience through 

the authentic voices of mothers. 

The Recruitment Plan 

Laura Varnell  

The ECE industry is projected to grow 5% between 2020-

2024.This session will focus on HOW to hire the right 

candidate and WHERE to find them. 

Just for Students! Luncheon 

      

Message Time Plus: Rethinking Your Morning Message! 

Brenda Leger     

In this session, gain an understanding of the best practices 

to turn your Morning Message into a fun, engaging high 

impact practice!  Message Time Plus! 

Exploring the Importance of Relationships in Children's 

Collaborations in the Classroom 

Sherwood Burns-Nader, Alison Sizemore & Donna 

Blackmon 

The purpose of this presentation is to demonstrate the 

importance of children collaborating with peers, teachers, 

parents, and the environment discussed through the 

Reggio Approach. 

Every Day in Many Ways: Social-Emotional Support 

Across Curriculum 

Marcy White     

Join us to consider ways that we can apply the lens of 

individualized social-emotional support to all of our daily 

learning experiences. 

Your Collaboration Directs My Individualized Assistive 

Technology Program and Needs 

Claudia Otto & Gretchen Cole-Lade   

This presentation focuses on different professional and 

cultural expertise collaborating, strategizing and 

implementing assistive technology, as differentiated 

communication that resulted in children finding their 

voice. 

A Person's A Person, No Matter How Small - Respectful 

Caregiving 

Colleen Walling     

This workshop will focus on ways caregivers can approach 

interactions, especially caregiving moments, with infants 

and toddlers through a respectful lens. 

Reciprocal Benefits of Intergenerational Programming to 

Support Compassion, Character, and Confidence 

Stephanie Davidson-Herndon&  Ronica Arnold-Branson   

Session participants will explore the concept of 

intergenerational programming and its benefits to the 

cognitive and social/emotional development of young 

children and senior aged individuals. 

Talk to Me! Communicating with Parents 

Lakeshia Dorsey     

Join me as we work together to brainstorm effective ways 

to communicate with parents and create a family-centered 

learning environment. 

Rethinking Large Group Instruction 

Kathy Loeffler     

Along with detailing examples of meaningful large groups 

in action, this session will explore how large-group 

experiences enhance the home-to-school connection. 

Understanding All Children: The Interconnection of 

Executive Function and Implicit Bias 

Betsy Fox & Kristin Tripathy   

Learn about the executive function children need to self-

regulate. Then, explore implicit bias and how these two 

concepts affect the experiences of children of color. 

Strategies for Engaging Parents to Support Positive 

Teacher-Parent Relationships 

Marilyn Bruckman     

Strategies for promoting positive teacher-parent 

relationships will be explored.  Activities include 

opportunities for teachers to practice positive 

communication with parents. 

Creative Movement for the Mind & Body 

Kim Black     

Attention preschool teachers!  Miss Kim is back and will 

share a dynamic creative movement class that you can 

immediately use in the classroom! 

The Real T.L.C.s of Young Children 

Sean Buchanan     
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This humorous session is designed to provide inspiration 

to early childhood educators as they guide students and 

parents who lack motivation relative to education. 

From Drab to Fab: Innovating your Afterschool Program 

Amy Wright     

When we examine the why and as well and the how, our 

afterschool programs can become more impactful and we 

can build more meaningful relationships. 

Self-Regulation and Child Guidance Supported by 

Emotional Freedom Technique 

Ronica Arnold-Branson & Stephanie Davidson-Herndon   

This session will provide professionals with the tools to 

support young children in self regulation by tapping into 

the subconscious, breathing, and Emotional Freedom 

Technique. 

Diverse Stories, United Hearts: Building Classroom Equity 

Through Writing 

Elizabeth Lee     

This session will focus on emotional health and 

development, as well as cognitive development, of 

children during early childhood. 

Mindfulness to Manage Stress & Burnout 

Lou Redmond     

Educators will be empowered to use mindfulness 

techniques to manage stress & burnout. They will learn 

accessible & practical tools to share with their school. 

Rethinking Small Group Instruction 

Kathy Loeffler     

This session explores ways to ensure that each small-group 

experience delivers a major impact. 

"Learning Together" :  Activities to Encourage 

Relationships in Early Childhood Classrooms 

Connie Stout O'Dell, Shelly Ratliff, Tanya Stewart, Carissa 

Yoak & Laura Webb 

This presentation focuses on relationship building 

activities to encourage children’s social and emotional 

development.  Hands on activities will be appropriate for 

preschool and kindergarten. 

Why Self Care For ECE Practitioners Is Essential for Good 

Mental Health in Infants and Toddlers 

Jamie Morrison Ward & Kerrie Schnake   

Experts will provide practical tips for deploying 

competencies in mental health and make the case for self 

care in the lives of early childhood educators. 

Building Partnerships for Success:  Teachers & Parents 

Together 

Kelly Ramsey     

Create a system-wide plan in this practical session as we 

explore resources, and engage in reflective dialogue to 

support family partnerships. 

Conscious Discipline:  Building Relationships with 

Preschoolers to Foster Social-Emotional Learning 

Beth Quick & Deana Aumalis   

An introductory session on Conscious Discipline and how it 

was implemented in classrooms and center-wide for 

infants, toddlers and preschoolers, including lessons 

learned. 

Fine Motor Skills...Write Out of the Box! 

Marianne Gibbs     

Engaging presentation on fine motor development for all 

young children 3-6 years. Session contains essential, rarely

-addressed, information supporting pencil grasp and pre-

writing development across curriculum! 

Manage Your Stress Before it Manages You! 

Catrecia Bryan     

Feeling stressed? This interactive presentation is designed 

to communicate the importance of stress management 

and techniques to manage your stress. 

Developing Relationship using a Behavioral Paradigm for 

Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders! 

Mansur Choudry     

Through Pairing and appropriate use of reinforcers, know 

how to make a child listen and follow instructions reducing 

behavioral issues in children with ASD. 

Who is Talking? Who is Listening? - Communication with 

Parents 

Diana Nabors     

Communicating with families can be difficult. Sometimes 

families do not hear the intended message. Prepare, 

Discuss, Reflect to support communication.   

Tips on How to Talk to Parents about Developmental 

Delays 

Boyd Mark     

It's important to talk about any developmental concerns. 



With caring support and open communication, parents can 

begin to take action without fear. 

The Intermingled Curriculum 

Janet Chambers     

Learn how to create a fun and multi-sensory preschool 

curriculum designed to meet the needs of different styles 

of learning and varying stages of development. 

Building Resilience and Reducing Adverse Childhood 

Experiences 

Martha Herndon & Cathy Waggoner   

Safe, nurturing relationships build resilience in young 

children.  Learn how adverse childhood experiences 

impact lifelong well-being.  Explore ways to reduce toxic 

stress and promote resilience. 

Encouraging Words to Foster Connection and 

Cooperation With Children 

Jennifer Skrivanek     

Connection is key to building helpfulness and willingness 

within children.  You can help create these meaningful 

connections through the use of encouraging language. 

One Center’s study of Loose Parts 

Shelley McNally, Laura Herold & Donia Timby 

We describe how one early childhood center renewed 

their commitment to loose parts play with infants-

preschoolers, and the improved outcomes enjoyed by 

children and teachers. 

Helping Children Develop Peer Relationships and 

Leadership Skills 

Debra Hailey, Michelle Brunson & Stacy Garcia 

Come explore young children’s developing interpersonal 

relationships and how children influence classmates.  

Learn to identify young leaders and support them in the 

classroom. 

Permission to Play: Relationships Build Oral Language 

Fluency (Oracy) 

Laura Wilhelm, Griffin Hemphill & Cherry Mays 

"It's like we've been given permission to play!" Adding play 

props and designating intentional listening and speaking 

opportunities improved academic outcomes in 5 preschool 

classrooms. 

 

Creating a Collaborative Learning Community: Our 

Collaboration between Preschoolers and Infants 

Dina Treff & Carli Medley   

Participants will explore how we created a collaborative 

learning community across an infant and preschool 

classroom. The relationships established lasted beyond the 

initial project. 

Making a Case for Play  

Cindy Ligon     

Speak up and bring your knowledge and passion about the 

value of play to co-workers, administrators, and parents. 

Become an articulate advocate by promoting play. 

Meaningful Project Work: Connecting Children and 

Curriculum 

Dani Rose Thibus & Travis Burnett   

An imaginary character inspired an engaging, integrated, 

project-based curriculum for preschool children. Come 

learn about the experience and explore artifacts from the 

classroom. 

It's Not Just Fun & Games: The Genius of Play 

Stephanie Daniels     

Play isn't just fun and games - it is essential for child 

development. Learn the benefits of play, and how to 

support children's play. 

Developing Number Sense in Prekindergarten and 

Preschool Classrooms 

Jose Lema & Lin Moore   

Number sense in prekindergarten and preschool 

classrooms enables children to develop understanding 

numeracy and counting skills. This session  will emphasize 

on strategies and activities. 

Educational Leadership 

Lisa Owens & Laura House   

Attendees will collaborate and develop effective strategies 

for the creation and ongoing maintenance of strong, 

effective leadership throughout all education component 

areas of their agencies. 

Communication: The Cornerstone of All Relationships 

Gay Snyder & Mardi Crandall   

Relationships are the basis of success in our work. Build 

productive relationships in your work setting with children, 



parents, or colleagues--by sharpening communication 

skills. 

Strengthening Family Relationships through STEAM Take 

Home Bags. 

Gwen Robertson     

Educators will strengthen their home-school relationships 

with families by creating a process to get STEAM learning 

into all of their learners households 

More than A Mark 

Savanna Gragg     

Empowering teachers to learn from live classroom 

observation Lesson Study offers a collaborative, dynamic 

approach to professional development where teachers 

learn, and build relationships. 

Individualizing Pedagogical Coaching: Applying ECE 

Concepts to Support Teacher Development 

Elizabeth DeMartino Newton     

Join program leaders in collaborative examination of 

strategies for using ECE lenses and learning theories to 

maximize pedagogical leadership and individualize 

professional development for teachers. 

Powerful, Playful Connections for ECE Teams 

Marcy White, Rebecca Dunahoo & Amanda Edmonds 

This active, participatory session highlights key practices 

that foster positive relationships between professionals 

and enhance the effectiveness of teams in each classroom 

and program wide. 

Parent Engagement is Power 

Debbie Mays & Randy Mays   

This session  will explore the principles of family centered 

care and look at many ways programs can focus on the 

benefits of family engagement. 

Home Visits: Why and How To Do Them 

Derrick Toups     

We will focus on the benefits of home visits and provide 

resources to start conducting them or help you strengthen 

your existing process.  

 

 

Intentional Teaching 

Jill Soto     

The session will provide an overview of what intentional 

teaching is and provide strategies for becoming more 

aware of intentional teaching practices. 

Change Matters: Relationships Matter More 

Cathernyn Weitman & Janie Humphries   

Attendees will benefit from this hands-on session in 

understanding that change is complex; implementing 

change involves more than a series of steps and takes 

time. 

Tell Me How You Feel:   Nurturing Teacher-Child 

relationships in Dual Language Classrooms 

Mari Riojas-Cortez     

This presentation focuses two Head Start teachers’ 

perceptions of socioemotional skills and classroom 

environment as it relates to preschoolers who experience 

difficulties with “behavior.” 

Integrating Technology to Enhance Literacy Development 

and Parental Involvement 

Tammy Quick     

Digital and emergent literacy are complimentary. They 

support children's literacy and communication with 

children's families. Utilize technology to enhance students' 

experiences and communication with families! 

Innovative Digital Tool: Bridging the Home-School 

Connection 

Katherine Gullone     

Discover how Message from Me, a digital tool, stimulates 

positive and responsive relationships between children 

and families and bridges the gap between home and 

school. 

Examining the Short and Long Term Impact on Inclusion 

Literature 

Gretchen Cole-Lade     

This presentation will present longitudinal and on-going 

research regarding the impact of Inclusion Literature 

written by families of children with disabilities on early 

childhood professionals. 

 


